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del Norte del Cauca 
(ACIN)  
1 ACIN brings together 20 indigenous 
cabildos (local government councils) 
from the Cauca region. It was 
established in 1994. The association 
coordinates diverse programmes aimed 
at strengthening the political capacity 








1 ASOGAMU brings together 15 farming 
families living in the rural area of Ubalá, 
a municipality in the department of 
Cundinamarca. It was established in 
2010. The focus of the organisation is 
on improving the production systems of 






Colombia (El Común) 
1 El Común brings together 25 farmers’ 
organisations active in the department 
of Santander. It was officially 
established in 1986. Its main focus has 
been the promotion and strengthening 
of organisational processes aimed at 






1 APPA gathers together 24 farming 
families living in Puente Abadía, a small 
village (vereda) near Villavicencio, the 
capital of the department of Meta. It 
was established in 2010. It has 
particularly focused on establishing 
processing facilities and commercial 
channels. It owns two companies and 







2 ASPROINCA gathers together more 
than 300 farming families in the north-
eastern region of the department of 
Caldas. It was officially established in 
1995. It trains farmers in sustainable 
agroecological practices, promotes the 
use of biogas from animal waste and 




Antioquia University - 
Research group 
culture, politics and 
social development 
(GICPDS) 
3 One research focus of the group is on 
community forms of organisation - both 
in rural and urban contexts - and the 
ways in which they influence/participate 
in the formulation and implementation 
of development interventions. 
El Bosque University - 
Bioengineering 
department 
1 One focus area is the design and 
optimisation of farming systems with a 
focus on food security and 
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environmental sustainability. 
Javeriana University - 
Institute for Rural 
Studies 
1  One central aim of the research is to 
provide scientific-based information on 
the economic, social and environmental 
performance of agricultural systems 
with roots in traditional knowledge and 
practices, i.e. those applied by peasant, 
indigenous and Afro-Colombian 
communities. 
Minuto de Dios 





1 One focus area of the group is the 
characterisation of family farming in 
Colombia and the development of tools 
for the design, implementation and 
monitoring of sustainable family farming 
systems. 
Leuphana University - 




1  One focus of research is on 
epistemological and methodological 
foundations, and methods for inter and 
transdisciplinary research. 
Wuppertal Institute - 
Research Group 
Future Energy and 
Mobility Structures  
1  One research area of the group is on 
the transition towards sustainable 
energy systems based on renewable 
energy technologies in the rural context 
of non-industrialised regions. 
Supportive 
Organisations 





2 CIPAV provides applied research, 
capacity-building and dissemination of 
technical innovations for sustainable 
systems of agricultural and animal 
production. 
Grupo Semillas 1 The organisation provides conceptual 
and technical tools to farmers’ 
associations to promote the protection 
of their territories, conservation of 
biodiversity and food sovereignty. 
La Cosmopolitana 
Foundation 
1 The foundation provides capacity 
building on agroecological tools and 
techniques as a mean of empowering 
rural families and communities, while 
helping to achieving food security, 




1 Rios Vivos brings together 
organisations of people affected by the 
construction of large dams. It works for 
the defence of the rights of the affected 
communities. 
Podion Foundation 1 One of the areas of action of the 
foundation is rural development, which 
aims to contribute to achieving food 
sustainability while applying sustainable 
soil management practices. To that 
end, the foundation supports 
community associations in different 
regions of the country. 
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Proyecto Trueke 1 Proyecto Trueke is an initiative that 
promotes spaces for the exchange of 
goods and services without the use of 
money. It has also experimented in the 
use of complementary currencies. The 
initiative has been active for around 20 
years, mainly in the metropolitan area 
of Medellín. 
Red Colombiana de 
Energía de la 
Biomasa (RedBioCol) 
1 RedBioCol is a network of individuals 
and organisations committed to 
contributing to the sustainable 
development of Colombian society by 
promoting the use of organic residues 





Code System Text 
passages 
Articulation of expectations  
 Key problems/challenges   
   Out-migration to urban centres 13 
   Lack of recognition of socio-economic significance 11 
   Unsuitable or harmful policies 10 
   Intermediaries and unfair prices 9 
 Components of shared vision  
   Food sovereignty 10 
   Organisational autonomy 10 
   Fair commercial channels 9 
   Ecologically sound production 9 
Learning processes  
 Lessons at individual farms  
   Agroecological techniques 13 
   Biodigesters 8 
  Integrating/valuing all family members 7 
 Lessons at association level  
   Revolving fund 12 
   Building staff for technical advice (promoters) 8 
   Methodologies for promoting/following up farm 
transformation 
7 
   Monitoring and documentation 6 
 Lessons at socio-ecological level  
   Recovery of local species 8 
   Territorial planning perspective 5 
 Lessons on commercial issues  
   Community processing facilities 4 
   'Peasant markets' 4 
   Community shops 4 
   Institutional procurement 3 
 Learning formats  
   'Peasant to peasant' approach 8 
   Events for knowledge exchange 5 
	 50	
   Training in the field 4 
   Written materials 3 
   Training at agroecological farms/schools 2 
Networking & building of global level  
 Interaction and roles of farmers’ associations  
   Participation in projects coordinated by NGOs 15 
   Beneficiaries of international donors 7 
   Outreach operations 5 
   Weakness in leading replication projects 3 
 Interaction and roles of NGOs  
   Advice and training to associations 11 
   Design and realisation of rural development projects 6 
   Systematisation of experiences 5 
   Continuous support of international donors 4 
 Interaction and roles of academia  
   Systematisation of experiences 7 
   Technical advice 2 
 Interaction and roles of state entities  

























Solutions to what?  
By means of which 
principles/values? 
 
About what? How? 
 
Who?, With whom? 
 
What is local/global? 
Transcripts*expert*
interviews*
Final*report*
Textual outputs 
Wri3en*materials**
